
Dear friends, benefactors, and guests, 

Today we gather for a moment of great joy and deep gratitude — the groundbreaking of our new social hall here 

at St. Joseph Carmelite Monastery. This day marks the realization of a dream that began many years ago in the 

heart of our founder, Father Joseph Zawada OCD. He longed for a place where people could come together to 

build community, to share faith, and to grow in the spirit of Carmel. He dreamed of a welcoming space where we 

could offer Catholic spiritual formation, and where pilgrims visiting our monastery could find hospitality and 

peace. 

We have carried this dream in our hearts for a long time. The journey has not been easy. It has required patience, 

perseverance, and faith that God’s time is always the right time. Our efforts began as far back as 2007, when we 

started collecting funds for this project. Many of those who supported us in those early years are no longer with 

us. On this day, when the Church commemorates All the Faithful Departed, we hold them close in prayer and 

gratitude. They were part of the foundation upon which this new building will rise. 

Before we could lay this first stone, much groundwork had to be done. The first great step was the preparation of 

the architectural design. For this, we owe heartfelt thanks to AB Design Group, represented here today by Mr. 

Tomasz Wilczak, who prepared the complete architectural project — practically free of charge. His generosity 

and professionalism made this vision tangible. 

Then came the long and complicated process of obtaining permits — a task that, at times, seemed almost 

impossible. In those moments, God sent us a true friend of our monastery, Mr. Russ Moulton, who worked 

tirelessly — and I would say heroically — to help us navigate every obstacle. Without his dedication and 

persistence, we would not be standing here today. 

I also wish to express my gratitude to all those who have supported this project through their time, energy, talents, 

and prayers. Each of you has contributed in your own way to make this dream a reality. 

We have now signed a contract for the construction with Carl Epp of Artisan Homes, and John Crosby, who will 

serve as the onsite supervisor. They estimate that the building will take about 10 months to complete. 

Up to this point, we have already spent more than $85,000 on permits, surveys, and engineering plans — many 

of which had to be revised many times to meet the requirements of various authorities.  

The total cost of construction is $1.2 million, of which we have already paid 10%. We currently have $652,000 

in our building fund, which means we still need about $435,000 to complete the project. This figure doesn’t 

include additional costs such as insurance, the well, water meter, and furnishings. 

We trust in God’s providence — and in the generosity of people who believe in this mission. This hall is more 

than just a building; it is a sign of our faith in the future of this monastery and in the community that gathers 

around it. 

Dear friends and guest  

If you feel moved to support us in this work, we would be deeply grateful for your help. All donations to this 

project are exempt from provincial tax, and I would like to emphasize that every dollar given stays here — not 

even a penny is sent to Poland or anywhere else. If you wish to contribute today, there will be a donation box 

available in the pavilion after the ceremony. Contributions can also be made through our website, or by check, 

designating Building Fund on the memo line. Your generosity will help bring to completion what faith has begun. 

As we bless this ground today, we ask the Lord — the true Builder of every good work — to bless all who will 

labor here, all who will contribute, and all who will one day gather within these walls. 

May this project be built not only with bricks and mortar, but with faith, prayer, and love — a visible sign of the 

living Church that grows from the heart of Carmel.  

Thank you, and may God bless you all. 
 


